
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Disasters between July and 

September affected 2.3 million 

people. 

 

 Drought exacerbates the risk of 

food insecurity for 1.7 million 

people. The most affected 

countries are Guatemala, 

Honduras, El Salvador and 

Nicaragua.  

 

 About 68,500 unaccompanied 

children have been arrested in the 

US from October 2013 to 

September 2014. 

 

 Humanitarian partners continue to 

show interest in participating in 

consultations ahead of the World 

Humanitarian Summit (Turkey, 

2016). 

 

 

An emergency has impact in 

multiple sectors, therefore, it 

is necessary to tailor the 

response accordingly. 
 

 

 

AFFECTED 

Drought 1.724,000 

Epidemics 244,320 

Earthquakes 92,720 

Floods and Landslides 92,610 

Child Migration 66,200 

Others 92,302 

Total 2.312,152 

 
 

Source: Compiled from reports issued 
by national authorities from 39 
emergency situations; published on 
www.redhum.org. 
 
 
Note: The figures are taken from official reports. 
However, this does not imply they have been officially 
approved by the countries as the final figures. The 
figures are solely for reference. Please contact the 
national authorities if you require further information. 

 

More than 1.7 million people affected by 
drought  
Drought has risen to the foreground in the disasters plaguing Latin America and the Caribbean, with the 
number of drought-affected people since late 2013 surpassing the number affected by floods. 

Compared to the second quarter of 2014 (April to June), the number of people affected by drought has 
increased by half a million, while over the same period in 2013, these numbers did not exceed 100,000. 
Alarmingly, more than 1.7 million people have been affected by drought this year. 

Next to drought, the impact of epidemics is a serious concern. Chikungunya and dengue are present in 
44 countries and states in the Americas and have affected 240,000 people during the period of July to 
September.  

During the same period, flooding affected almost 100,000 people. Other events that have had an impact 
include earthquakes, cold waves, volcanic activity and the migration of unaccompanied children and 
adolescents. 

All these emergencies share the common feature of having multiple and varied impacts across 
numerous sectors. The consequences of drought cannot be contemplated without considering its 
impact on the health sector, on nutrition or even on migration flows in the region. Similarly, chikungunya 
and dengue cannot be tackled without involving education, water and sanitation and communication 
sectors, among others. 

The commitment and active support of all partners is critical to minimize the impact of these disasters 
and to respond in an effective and timely manner. 

Millions of people affected in Latin America and the Caribbean by disasters  
Comparison between the third quarter of 2014 to the same period of 2013 

     
The number of people affected by disasters in the third quarter of 2014 has increased due to three causes:  drought, chikungunya, and dengue. Source: 

Reports from national authorities on www.redhum.org 
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 Drought in Central America: 
Interview with Miguel Barreto, 
WFP Regional Director 

The lack of rain in recent months has 
resulted in the loss of staple grain crops 
and killed thousands of cattle in 
Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, and to a lesser extent in some 
areas of Costa Rica and Panama. 

Miguel Barreto, World Food Program 
(WFP) Regional Director for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, answers questions 
about the impact of this crisis on the 
population and the key elements of 
response: 

1. What is the impact of the 
current drought on the 
different sectors and 
population groups in Central 
America? 

The drought, coffee rust and the increased 
price of basic foods have a dramatic 
impact on food security and nutrition of 
nearly two million people living in the dry corridor of Central America, who are mainly subsistence 
farmers and families with chronic food insecurity.  

2. How are families facing this crisis? 

These families normally resort to negative measures that unfortunately will make them more vulnerable 
in the future. We are talking about desperate measures like selling their belongings, farm animals or 
farm supplies. This could affect their ability to produce food in the future.  

3. What are the key elements of a comprehensive response to this situation in the short, 
medium and long term? 

In the short term, it is necessary to target people requiring food assistance through conditional 

transfers via Food for Work. During 2013, WFP provided food assistance to more than 200,000 people 
affected by coffee rust in Central America and we plan to assist about one million people affected by 
drought, but we will require about an additional approximatelyUS$65 million.  

In the medium term, a key element of the response is to work on the recovery of livelihoods. It is 

important to keep in mind that without a rapid response and/or if the lack of rain continues and affects 
the most recent last crop, we will have a severe humanitarian crisis. Therefore, the international 
community must do something to prevent this slow disaster and provide support in the form of with 
resources where the need exceeds the response capacity of the state. Both In the case of Honduras 
and Guatemala, they have already made international appeals. 

A long-term response requires sustainable and concerted decisions and public policies that prioritize 

this geographic area in development plans and gives preferential treatment to public and private 
investment such as irrigation activities, water infrastructure, crop substitution and access routes, as well 
as the development of education and health programmes that respect the local culture. 

 

Information about the Appeal made by the Humanitarian Team in Honduras: http://bit.ly/1suR5ky  

 

According to experts, the prolonged drought of this year has its origin in 

the presence of the typical conditions of the Southern Oscillation 

phenomenon (ENSO), better known as El Niño. Picture: WFP 

"The long-term response 
to the drought should 
include irrigation 
activities, water 
infrastructure, crop 
substitution and access 
routes, as well as the 
development of 
education and health 
programmes that respect 
the local culture.” (WFP 
Regional Director, Miguel 
Barreto) 

http://bit.ly/1suR5ky


Humanitarian Bulletin | Latin America and Caribbean | 3 

   

 

 

 Unaccompanied children and 
adolescents continue to migrate  

Guillermo1, 16 years old, left Honduras to escape the violence. The gangs (maras) in 
his neighborhood tried to recruit him, but he refused to join them. Thus he began a 

journey to "the North" in which he found abuse and misery. Guillermo is among 
thousands of children and adolescents who undertake this hazardous journey in 

search of a better life. 

From 1 October 2013 until the end of September 2014, the U.S. Border Patrol has stopped 68,500 
unaccompanied migrant children along its border. An unspecified number make it to the border 
without being caught, are captured by the trafficking networks or die along the way. 

Guillermo's trip ended at the migrant reception center El Eden, San Pedro Sula, Honduras. Here he 

received clean clothes, food, medical care and a bed while center workers tried to find his relatives. A 
week and a half later, Guillermo’s closest relatives refused to receive him, blaming him for the family’s 
misfortunes. Guillermo cannot stay in the center, as it provides only temporary lodging. 

A delegation from the UN Honduran Protection Group, which includes the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), and the World Food Program (WFP), among others, 
recently visited El Eden to learn more about the situation of returned migrant children. The delegation 
met with Doña Martha, the director of the center. 

According to Doña Martha, "family reunification, poverty and violence are the main reasons that children 
leave Honduras." For many children, migration is the only route to escape insecurity and oppression. 
Unfortunately, the journey often leads to more abuse and violence, especially of a sexual nature. 

The "Northern Triangle of Central America" – consisting of El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras - has 
one of the highest rates of violence in the world. In this context, children and adolescents are very 
vulnerable. 

Doña Martha remembers the case of Laura, a 19-year-old woman who arrived pregnant at the center 
because she could no longer bear the abuse she had been subjected to during her journey, including 
kidnapping and rape. 

"It is essential to address the problem in the migrants’ communities of origin," says Doña Martha, and 
“examine the root causes to reduce further migration. This requires resources from both the State and 
society as a whole to go to the communities and to follow up on each of the children to prevent them 
from taking this dangerous journey," she concludes. 

Together with the affected countries, the UN is adopting measures to guarantee the rights of these 
children and continues to work to improve conditions in countries of origin to provide options other than 
migration. International and local NGOs are making efforts to ensure the immediate welfare and 
protection of these children and adolescents. 

In El Eden, for example, the UN International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) is working with the 
National Department of Children, Youth and Family to ensure the health and safety of returnee children 
like Guillermo. The agency also trains staff working in the center. World Vision supports the provision of 
food and the creation of recreational areas for children. A total of 19 institutions, such as the Honduran 
Red Cross, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and Casa Alianza, among 
others, contribute to this joint coordinated work. 

Guillermo is now trying to think about how to start over from scratch. There are tens of thousands of 
migrants who may not have the same opportunity. 

                                                                 

 

1 Not his real name. 

 

Unaccompanied migrant 
children require 
comprehensive assistance 
that includes food, medical 
care, shelter, protection 
from abuse and extortion, 
legal assistance, education 
and an environment that 
guarantees their rights. 

 

© M.Herrera/IOM 
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More than 1.5 million people 
affected by chikungunya and 
dengue in the Americas 

While countries in the region begin to take action to prepare for possible cases of 
ebola virus, chikungunya is spreading rapidly from the Caribbean to the rest of the 
Americas. The word “chikungunya” comes from the Makonde language of Tanzania 

and means “bent over in pain,” as the infection causes severe joint pain. The virus is 
transmitted by the same mosquito that spreads dengue. 

 

In In December 2013, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) received confirmation of 
the first autochthonous or local transmission cases of chikungunya in the Americas. As of 10 October 
2014, 748,403 suspected cases had been reported, with 11,545 confirmed cases and 141 deaths 
according to PAHO/WHO. 

There is no vaccine to prevent chikungunya and the treatment to date is palliative. According to experts, 
beyond the acute period, the aftermath can last for a period of weeks to over a year, with the 
incapacitation of a significant percentage of the population translating into economic loses for the 
affected countries.  

Positive aspects of the disease include its low mortality rate and a person who has recovered from 
chikungunya has been found to be immune.  The deaths reported in the Americas are concentrated in 
the population of patients with pre-existing chronic diseases or conditions, making it essential that those 
with conditions such as diabetes and hypertension be especially careful.  

Meanwhile, dengue remains a public health problem in the Americas region. According to PAHO/WHO, 
up until 7 October 2014, suspected cases in the region rose to 921,599, with 84,544 confirmed cases 
and 547 deaths. 

According to experts, both diseases have similar symptoms but can be distinguished by 
differences in the pain they cause. In dengue, the pain, which occurs in the muscles of the body, is 

usually the second most common symptom after a high fever. In chikungunya, in contrast, the virus 
most often results in severe joint pain in the knuckles, elbows, knees, ankles, shoulders, hips and back. 

PAHO/WHO urges countries in the Americas where the mosquito that transmits dengue and 
chikungunya is present to redouble efforts to reduce its presence and keep the focus on patients 
affected by these viruses.  

The organisation encourages countries to streamline health services to quickly refer patients with 
symptoms of severe dengue who require specialized treatment and be prepared to scale up health care 
if the number of people affected by both diseases increases. 

Among other activities, PAHO/WHO suggests more information and education campaigns to enable 
communities to eliminate mosquito breeding sites, which is the main way to control dengue and 
chikungunya. To achieve this, a comprehensive approach that involves all actors, institutions and 
organizations is required to help strengthen national programs to prevent both diseases. 

 

For more information visit: www.paho.org/chikungunya and www.paho.org/dengue 

 

To control the spread of 
chikungunya and 
dengue, corrective 
measures are needed 
both within and outside 
the health sector. This 
can be accomplished 
through education and 
communication 
campaigns aimed at 
addressing health and 
environmental concerns, 
and changing people’s 
behaviour. 

 

http://www.paho.org/chikungunya
http://www.paho.org/dengue
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World Humanitarian Day: Honoring all aid 
workers 
Under the slogan “The world needs more humanitarian heroes”, a tribute was paid to all humanitarian 

workers around the world on 19 August 2014, a date set to honor aid workers who risk their lives for 
those affected by conflicts and disasters. Latin American and Caribbean countries joined in the 
celebration:    

  

El Salvador: The UN Emergency Technical Team (UNETT) held a meeting 
with UN agency members to mark World Humanitarian Day with a 

roundtable discussion chaired by the Resident Coordinator. 

Panama: A virtual campaign “Messengers of Humanity” was launched;   the 
firefighter’s band accompanied by a chorus of students sang "I Was Here" 
by Beyonce, and an annual race that has become synonymous with the 

date took place. 

  

Ecuador: A humanitarian fair was organized and led by national authorities 
and the Humanitarian Country Team where videos about humanitarian work 

at the global and country level were presented. 

Guatemala: The world's humanitarian situation was addressed at a forum, 
Robleto, a popular singer, performed a song inspired by humanitarian 

work,and an information booth on the event was installed in a public square 
with acknowledged support of the media. 

 

 

Peru: A ceremony led by the Resident Coordinator was held where the 
global campaign was presented and also a video in memory of 

humanitarian workers killed in the attack on Iraq in 2003. 

Dominican Republic: A social media campaign that showcased the 
importance of humanitarian operations in the country and the role of 

humanitarian workers was conducted.   

During the first half of 
2014, there have been 
numerous attacks 
against humanitarian 
workers. In 2013, record 
numbers of violence 
against aid teams were 
reported: 460 attacks 
against humanitarian 
workers and 155 deaths. 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean recorded four 
attacks on humanitarian 
workers during 2013, - 
two murders in Haiti, 
one in El Salvador and 
in the fourth incident, a 
worker was injured in 
Argentina. 
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For more information, please contact:  

Douglas Reimer, Head of the Regional Office a.i., reimer@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1748 

Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Regional route towards 2016 World 
Humanitarian Summit (#WHS) 

The consultation process for the Summit has already begun in Latin America and the Caribbean and 
humanitarian partners are actively involved. 

In the coming months, several preliminary consultations are scheduled throughout the region, including 
a second stage consultation with inter-governmental agencies facilitated by the Organization of 
American States (OAS) in late November. In December, two sub-regional consultations will be held, the 
first in early December facilitated by the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency 
(CDEMA) with Caribbean countries and the second in mid-December facilitated by Argentina for 
REHU/MERCOSUR countries. A virtual consultation is planned for Central American countries within 
the next month. Several national and thematic consultations are also being scheduled with specific 
populations, partners and/or member states such as UNISDR, WFP, IFRC, Brazil and Mexico, among 
others. 

Given the importance of the region’s International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms (MIAH) 
meetings and its consolidation as a dynamic forum for discussion of humanitarian issues, the WHS 
regional consultation process will be coordinated in conjunction with the MIAH in a three-day 

meeting from 5 to 7, May 2015 in Guatemala. This joining of the events will ensure that contributions of 
prior MIAH meetings benefit the WHS Regional Consultation and the regional MIAH process is 
reinforced. 

So far, general conclusions from the consultations include the importance of increasing accountability of 
all actors at all levels to increase humanitarian effectiveness; the need to reduce the gap between 
humanitarian and development issues to strengthen the work of disaster risk reduction; the important 
role of partnerships, synergies and coordination among all partners to share experiences and 
innovation to enhance the impact of the work. 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
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1. Final product 

for each WG
2. Stakeholders 
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Report

WG inputs

Chair summary
Table

Steering Group 
Meetings 

Consultations
confirmed Reports 
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(19 or 25 Feb) (18 or 25 Mar) (4 or 22 Apr)
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Panama
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The humanitarian world is 
changing and we face 
new challenges. The spirit 
of inquiry and learning 
that characterizes 
humanitarian workers 
strengthens the appeal of 
the United Nations 
Secretary-General to 
participate in the World 
Humanitarian Summit 
(WHS) 2016.  
 
 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

